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enquiry, and, in the long life-story which it is my privilege
to unfold, I would beg the reader to remember that there
is perforce much that must be left unsaid.
Edward Henry Carson was born on February gth, 1854.
He was born at the most distressful time in his country's
history, O'ConnclFs heroic voice was only lately stilled at
Westminster and in the Four Courts, but Ireland lay under
the shadow of the ghastly famine which had robbed her of
two million of her people. The Celt was leaving Ireland for
America in increasing numbers. The stately buildings of
Grattan's capital stood as monuments of past days of spacious
hope over the growing slums of an impoverished city. The
country was as yet too weak and stricken to embark on the
bitter political controversy with the North and the sister
isle, in which the little child born at 25 Harcourt Street
was to play so historic a part. The Fenian movement was
not yet in being.
His parentage was an interesting one. His father, whose
identical name he bore, was nearly descended from one of
the Italian architects and designers whose talent had been
employed in architectural and decorative works by patrons
in Scotland in the latter pcirt of the eighteenth century.
This eighteenth-century cc Carsoni," after working in Scot-
land and living in Dumfriesshire, settled in Dublin, and was
perhaps responsible for some of the exquisite decoration of
the Dublin houses of the bright period of culture which
flourished under Grattan's Parliament, The family abbre-
viated their name into the common Ulster name of Carson,
Lord Carson's father, an architect like his forebear, became
in his time Vice-President of the Royal Institute (of Irish
Architects : but, despite his Italian blood he lived and
died a devout Presbyterian. In appearance he was of
middle height, but fair and good-looking, and had, as his
son's friends will not be surprised to hear, an " excellent
nose." He sat on the Dublin Corporation under the uncon-
ventional, but not unreasonable, label of a " Liberal-
Conservative." He was the youngest of three brothers : both
his seniors, James and William, remained bachelors, and
became clergymen of the Episcopal Church of Ireland, The